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e arrive at the headquarters of Demirden

Design, one of the leading firms in

Turkish design with successful projects

and international awards, in order to

get to know the firm and its design
team better. The offices are in Beyoglu, in a high-ceilinged
nctively Levantine architecture
om floor as a gallery and the
upper floor as an office. The firm was established by two
siblings Mehtap and Demir Obuz - both industrial design
graduates - as a small metal workshop, producing bespoke
furniture, Since they started business with iron designs they
ided to name the firm they founded in 1994 as Demirden
{meaning ferrous). They were joined in 1996 by Sema Obuz,
graphic design graduate who spent many years working
as an art director, and by architect Nil Deniz in 2004. With
its core management team of four and its dynamic staff,
Demirden Design is a radiant, alive and productive firm. They
engage in ( ocusing on brand
building, corporate identity design, architecture, interior
design, fairs, events, product design, graphic design and
multimedia. With its motto of “Reaching meaningful designs
as those of the nature”, Demirden Design’s two year old baby
ilio is a tabletop, furniture and accessories brand, which
follows a design philosophy completely devoted to nature.
Taking inspiration from the nature and reflecting it on designs

glamorous building with a disti

Demirden Design uses the bo

dec

eative and innovative projects f

=)

which exude functionality and aesthetics, ilio definitely
»eds In appealing to the artistic sides of those who are
curious by nature and who enjoy life to the full.

We first head down to the gallery to get to know ilio better
The gallery which brings together design products and
visual arts, houses a different installation in each of its
rooms. Taking its name from “ilios", the Greek word for sun,

Blob by Mehtap Obux

Forest by Demir Obuz
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Yis-a-vis by Demir Obuz
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lce drop by Mehtap Obuz
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Exist by Mehtap Obuz
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ulpture-like yet totally down to earth, real and

designs harbour a magical charm within
mmediately fall for them and want to own them.
only in Turkey but in 15

ducts are available not

Washington, Luminaire in Miami, Takashimaya in
York, MoMA Museum Store in San Francisco, Le Bon
n Paris, La Rinascente in Milan and Moda Bagno
n Athens are all featuring this fun and bold brand within
their premises, ilio is bold, because it doesn't refrain from
out focusing on gaining

designing innovative products wit
t

profits S f:,'u, because it adds a multitude of colour to
the lives of : 10se who touch them or own them. It also

makes peaple cunous and makes them want to discover
its products. “International press representatives, ‘;:Ildl:r.‘[b_
ans and pe IgnN groups com
15 and wish to get to know our team better and frm*.
ut about Ihe‘ design trends in Turkey” says Mehtap Obuz.
1S success story is all down to the meticulous

the team at Demirden Design. Lastly, we ask the
they would “describe Istanbul”. Mehtap Obuz
e took inspiration from the worn out marble
. e old Istanbul apartment buildings while designing
the marbled plate “landscape”. Demiz Obuz, on the other

2 from social de

hand, tells us he made reference to Istanbul’s coffee shops
stools and the coffee culture in general in his
: -"f‘dlrt.-.

Twig by Demir Obuz

around the world. The Moooi Gallery in Amsterdam,

ilio products
are available
notonlyin
Turkey but also
in 15 countries
around the
world.

Cube by Sema Obux

Landscape by Mehtap Obuzx
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